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Yu-ju Hung is the Chair of the Department of Applied Foreign Languages at the Air
Force Academy, Taiwan. She earned her Ph.D. in Language Education from Indiana
University Bloomington. Her research interests include classroom-based assessment,
culturally responsive pedagogy, and curriculum design. ORCID: 0000-0002-4592-0754
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About the Author: Dr. Hawk Chang is Associate Professor of the Department of

Literature and Cultural Studies at The Education University of Hong Kong. He received
his PhD from National Taiwan Normal University and did his post-doctoral study at Trinity
College Dublin, Ireland. Some of his works have been published in English Studies, Partial
Answers, Critique: Studies in Contemporary Fiction, Changing English, Children’s
Literature in Education, ANQ, Neohelicon, The Explicator, Journal of Language, Literature
and Culture, 3L, Wenshan Review, Tamkang Review, CLCWeb, Journal of English Studies,
The CEA Critic, Atlantis, etc. He was awarded the First Book Prize 2019 by The Hong Kong

Academy of the Humanities and was awarded a Junior Fellowship (currently Early Career

Fellow) in the Academy.
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Yana Kabalina holds a Master’s degree in Applied Linguistics from National Sun Yat-
Sen University and is currently pursuing a PhD in Applied Linguistics at National Cheng
Kung University. Her research interests lie at the intersection of Language and Culture,
Multimodal Discourse Analysis, Semiotics, and Cognitive Linguistics. Presently, her PhD
dissertation explores the pragmatic dimensions of digital narratives, with a focus on
persuasion and social movements. She has presented her work at various academic platforms

and continues to contribute to the evolving discussions in applied linguistics.
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Francois Waldeck Rousseau is a lecturer in the Department of General Education at
Kaohsiung Medical University, Taiwan. He holds an M.A. in TESOL from Tamkang
University and is currently pursuing a PhD in the same field, with a focus on humor in
English as a Foreign Language (EFL). His research interests include conversation analysis,

cross-cultural communication, and the role of humor in language learning.

Mr. Rousseau has been teaching English in Taiwan for over 20 years. He has
contributed widely to curriculum design, creating the English language program for the
internationalization initiative of Kaohsiung Municipal United Hospital and an Aviation
English module for Fooyin University. He has also served as judge in various English speech,
reading and drama contests. At the upcoming conference, he will present a part of his PhD
dissertation, exploring the potential of humor as source for cultural understanding in EFL

contexts
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Life Education through Literature:

Grief in John Millington Synge’s Riders to the Sea

% 4%
FRRT AR ER2 5 AR K

e

Over the centuries, literature not only provides pleasure but also teaches readers how to confront
pain. Death and bereavement are widely depicted in various literature. However, this melancholy
aspect of human life and relevant education has not been thoroughly researched. J. M. Synge’s play,
Riders to the Sea, illustrates this lack of investigation. Set against the bleak landscape in the west of
Ireland, this one-act play relates the female protagonist’s pathetic experience of bereavement in the
wake of the death of her husband and six sons. While Synge’s depiction of tragedy, fatality, and
gender has been the focus of critical attention, the main character’s grieving experience and associated
lessons of life education await analysis. This paper argues that Riders to the Sea showcases Synge’s
conception of grief and signals implied reconciliations with mortality. In addition to the textual
reading, contemporary grief theories, such as Michael Cholbi’s Grief: A Philosophical Guide (2021),

will be incorporated to illuminate Synge’s grief philosophy and relevant life/death education.

Keywords: life education, death, grief, J. M. Synge, Riders to the Sea
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From a feminine disability perspective, medieval women’s disability was constructed by the
classification of women according to their employment of the body in relation to men. Women were
disabled, since they never own equals rights with men and were belittled into virgins and married
women. Virgins were considered the purest, uncontaminated body since it was not conquered by men,
while married women were lower in the hierarchy since all they had to know was to subordinate to
men. “Wife of Bath’s Prologue,” nevertheless, overthrows this construction of disability of women,
and puts forth that women can be otherwise. As a rather able-bodied woman in personality, in
Canterbury Tales Alisoun conveys her feminist viewpoint by criticizing the male-centered narrative
in books. Moreover, Alisoun resourcefully exploits her disability to gain more benefits. Alisoun
demonstrates a rather complicated reversal between disability and able-bodiedness, which is
an insightful guide for medieval women. From Massumi’s point of view, semblance refers to the
virtual in perception. Since the body is a dynamic instead of a static object, the notion of event and
semblance explain the movement and inclusiveness of the body. The body is “alive in the world,
poised for what may become” (Semblance and event 43). To see and to be seen, both are dynamic

movement.

Keywords: “Wife of Bath’s Prologue,” medieval women, disability, Massumi, semblance
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(2) CH:

The algebra of business education: Mind map as the learning

formula for solving business English equations

This study unveils the effectiveness of visual learning via mind maps, breathing a
new life into business English curricula among graduate students. While previous studies
validated the efficacy of mind maps in academics, many questions remained unanswered about
how graduate students, regarded as digital natives attracted to visual information processing,
employed mind maps to take in, comprehend, and integrate new information. Therefore, how
mind maps promote business English learning, what features outshine traditional teaching
methods, and what benefits students reap will be the three research questions. A total of 64
graduate students from two Business English courses at an AACSB-accredited business school
in Taiwan were divided into a control group following conventional learning methods, and an
experimental group resorting to the mind-mapping approach. Both groups underwent identical
instruction, activities, assignments, quizzes, and tests over 18 weeks from the same instructor
using a uniform textbook. Test scores from quizzes and exams were analyzed for all participants.
Additionally, questionnaire results were collected from the experimental group. The data
analysis indicates that the experimental group outperformed the control group in achievement
tests, although midterm and quiz scores were inconclusive. The results reveal a shift towards

cognitive and memory strategies among mind map users, who provided positive feedback on
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text comprehension, knowledge retention, and understanding of learning materials. These
findings suggest heightened motivation and engagement facilitated by mind maps, and thereby
establishing them as a valuable pedagogical instrument for business schools. However, the
findings are based on a specific sample and may not be generalizable to all educational contexts

or learner populations.

Keywords: Mind map, Learning strategy, Business English, EFL graduate students, AACSB business

school
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Decoding Multimodal Metaphors: A Cross-Cultural Analysis
of Social Issue Advertisements and Its Educational

Implications

Yana Kabalina(4#7 # &)

RzsscFHRFEAgrE LS

&

This study investigates the role of multimodal metaphors in social issue advertisements, focusing
on their application across diverse cultural contexts to understand their impact on communication,
literature and life education. It explores how metaphors, as a literary technique, are encoded across
cognitive, visual, and textual formats, revealing nuanced insights into their communicative functions.
Utilizing Lakoff & Johnson's Conceptual Metaphor Theory (1980) and Hofstede and Hall's cultural
dimensions (1980, 2001; 1976, 1990), the research examines advertisements from high-context and
low-context cultures. The analysis is based on a dataset of 60 advertisements, selected from the
winners in various categories listed by the International Clio Awards. This selection ensures that the
advertisements represent effective communication practices across different cultural contexts. The
study is driven by three research questions: a) How is metaphor, a key literary device, structurally
encoded in the cognitive, visual, and textual modes in social advertising from high-context and low-
context countries? b) What intended messages do the social advertisements convey, and how does
pictorial metaphor contribute to their primary function? ¢) How can metaphors be used in educational
settings to enhance understanding of cultural values and societal issues, aligning with life education
objectives? The findings reveal significant variations in metaphor usage between cultural contexts: 1)

High-context advertisements typically use subtle, implicit metaphors requiring indirect interpretation,
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while low-context advertisements prefer straightforward, explicit metaphors for clarity. 2) These
cultural differences indicate that advertisements from high-context and low-context countries convey
different messages, with metaphors playing a key role. 3) Effectively used metaphors in
advertisements can enhance educational materials by fostering deeper engagement with social issues.
Ultimately, the research highlights the potential of using advertising metaphors to develop curricula
that improve students' cultural sensitivity and critical thinking skills. Additionally, these metaphors

can help educators create more effective and inclusive educational environments.

Keywords: multimodal metaphors, key literary device, social issue advertisements, cross-cultural

analysis, curriculum development
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Comedy as Resource for Building Cross-Cultural

Understanding in EFL Learners

= u

I8

W

FRFEEFT R i

iF &

This study explores the potential of comedy as a tool for fostering cultural understanding and
cross-cultural competence in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners. By analyzing various
forms of authentic comedy, the research demonstrates how humor can offer insights into popular
culture, cultural stereotypes, and socio-cultural phenomena in English-speaking contexts. Comedy is
further shown to provide opportunities to critically reflect on societal issues and observe appropriate
social behavior. Integrating comedy into EFL instruction therefore creates engaging possibilities to

enhance cultural knowledge, cross-cultural competence, and critical thinking.

Keywords: comedy, EFL learning, culture acquisition, cross-cultural understanding
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