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“Preach the Gospel” and “Heal the Sick”: Narratives of Diseases

and Asian Bodies in the Medical Reports of Tamsui and

Mackay Mission Hospitals 1877-1891

T 1
Wliif’lﬁ"‘ g%’# ?}g%}g%gﬁﬁ

Fe
The development of overseas evangelical movements in the long nineteenth century facilitated
more intensive contacts between missionaries and the Oriental heathen Other. To convert the
obstinate unbelievers, evangelical workers, often with the help of doctors, employed medicine as
a means of manifesting the miraculous healing power which had been wielded by the Almighty
before. These modern healers, however, prided themselves on being messengers of Christianity
and advanced civilization. Regarding the pains of heathens, the Christian healers are subject to a
gaze that belittles not only the diseased body but also its underlying social and cultural systems.
On the other hand, nineteenth-century missionaries’ unanimous commitment to the healing
enterprise reflects exactly their anxious desire to contain the menace from unchristian,
contaminated bodies spiritually as well as physically. Excavating the long ignored yet valuable
medical reports of two mission hospitals in North Formosa from the 1870s to the 1890s, this
paper, therefore, wants to explore how diseases and heathen bodies are represented by the
Canadian Presbyterian missionary George Leslie Mackay (1844-1901), the superintendent of

Tamsui and Mackay Mission Hospitals.

Keywords: Narratives of Diseases, Asian Bodies, Tamsui and Mackay Mission Hospitals



% 21 F
A Mother’s “Love Law” and the Failure of Selfhood: Arundhati

Roy’s The God of Small Things

P73

SERERY 33 CAT ¥ R

Fe

As described in the author’s dedication of the novel to her mother —“For Mary Roy, who
grew me up....Who loved me enough to let me go”—a mother’s love is a crucial element in
Arundhati Roy’s prize-winning The God of Small Things (1997), especially in Ammu’s
relationship with her twins, Estha and Rahel. It is a paradox that a mother has to love her child
“enough” so as to let the child go. Furthermore, what makes this maternal love more disturbing
is the fact that such an excess of love and its untimely termination eventually lead to the
traumatic experience that mentally disables the twins from functioning in society with a proper
sense of selthood. What exactly goes wrong within this maternal “law” that governs the twins’
interactions with their beloved Ammu?

Taking cues from Julia Kristeva’s notion of the role a mother plays in the child’s
development, this paper deals with the love relationship between Ammu, Estha, and Rahel and to
discuss how its unsuccessful development can lead to their tragic ends. The paper further
explores the possibility for this relationship to be read as a cultural metaphor reflecting on the

disturbing relationship of India with its once colonizing mother-land.

Key Words: Julia Kristeva, love law, Arundhati Roy
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Revisiting Perceptions and Embodied Cognition in Lisa Genova’s

Left Neglected

5 5 5
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Fe

In analyzing Lisa Genova’s Left Neglected, the paper explores the intersections of literary
studies and cognitive science. As a novelist- neuroscientist, Lisa Genova pairs her knowledge of
how the humans’ brain works with capability to depict the individual experience of brain injury
or diseases. In Left Neglected, the main character Sarah Nickerson undergoes an unexpected
accident and afterwards suffers from ‘“hemispatial neglect” caused by damage to the right
hemisphere of the brain. The female protagonist has to endure the after-effects of an attention
deficit and fails to recognize the left side of the body and the space around it, which lead to
disastrous results in everyday life.

This paper aims to embed the narrative fiction in the developing theories of “embodied
cognition” and view the mind as integrated with the biological brain in a complicated way. By
exploring what happen when human beings are forced to change the perception of everything
around them, the paper also explores both the brain and the mind as organically and
systematically enabled as well as constrained by the body.

Finally, the paper will discuss the ways how the protagonist has tackled with her “hemispatial
neglect” as well as this traumatic experience of the left side world being erased. Michel
Foucault’s notions of “technologies of the self” will be incorporated into the analysis to show

how the protagonist takes herself into the road of reconciliation.

Keywords: Lisa Genova, Left Neglected, embodied cognition, technologies of self
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Body, Mind, and IlIness in 1 & 2 Honest Whore (1604-05) and A Mad

World, My Masters (1608)

CERNEE SE AR FEEE

Fe
At the turn of the seventeenth century, the rise of city comedy was concurrent with the rise of the
middle class and the economic structural change in the traditional hierarchy. While current
research on city comedies mostly centers on London’s capitalist ventures, geographical
specificities, and aspects of London lives, little has been said about the ways in which the
diseased/deformed/distorted body and mind showcased in the new bourgeois genre inform social
malaise and crises looming large on the London stage. This paper will look into the acute and
chronic symptoms and syndromes of refractory diseases and urban decadence in 1 & 2 Honest
Whore (1604-05) and A Mad World, My Masters (1608). These two important post-plague plays,
I argue, deserve a critical reappraisal under medical lenses because they are heavily invested
with Dekker and Middleton’s pathological discourses of human suffering in body and mind as
well as their urgent appeals to heal, cure, and solve those unstoppable, contagious social ulcers

that are rotting the moral fibers of Londoners who feel numb with such imminent epidemics.

Keywords: city comedy, madness, social malaise, body, plague.
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To Protect or to Negate?:
Community in An Enemy of the People and

The Normal Heart

Fe

Comparing Henrik Ibsen’s (1828-1906) An Enemy of the People (1882) and Larry Kramer’s
(b.1935) The Normal Heart (1985), the paper draws on Roberto Esposito’s ideas of communitas
and immunitas to explore notions of “community” in modern (late nineteenth century) and
postmodern (late twentieth century) senses in light of medical and social responses to two
diseases depicted in these respective works: Syphilis and AIDS. The striking resemblance
between the plot lines and the specific diseases each story speaks to foregrounds the dialogism
not only of the correlation between self (communal/biological collectives) and the other
(pollution, disease), but that of disparate epistemological spheres.

What validates degrading Enemy as an example of badly didactic bigotry is Ibsen’s
erroneous medical knowledge (on syphilis) and, on top of all, the idea that the illness-enemy
association is only a metaphor. In other words, it is not modern to fuse medicine and morality;
human behaviors would not in any way change its biological entity. Such an epistemological
stance yet becomes questionable one hundred years later: the AIDS epidemic brings to the fore
the degree to which an outbreak may present moral issues. In light of this, the paper discusses the

role morality play in human’s endless pursuit of (medical) knowledge (truth).

Key words: An Enemy of the People, The Normal Heart, syphilis, AIDS, community
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