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Ugly Appearance, Vicious Mind: Monster, Physiognomy, Disability
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Abstract

The creation of a monster in Frankenstein has been viewed as a story which demonstrates both
Romantic and Gothic elements. Victor Frankenstein, the scientist, is solitary, imaginary, and
ambitious for ideals, and therefore pursues the creation of life. As a pioneer work of science
fiction, the story has been reviewed by feminists as one employing the trope of monster to show
the horror of women’s life under a gendered division of labor. The monster himself, however, is
not given apropos attention among these criticisms. The appearance of the body of the monster,
as well as how the others receive it, are not examined in details. This paper will draw on Lennard
Davis’s discussion on the monster’s disfigured body as the representation of the disabled body
excluded from the norms, to probe into the cultural discourse that establishes the binary division
between the normal and the abnormal. The nineteenth-century Britain saw the expansion of
organizations for the blind, the deaf, or the mentally disordered. The social model that separates
the deviant body from the norm originates from industrialism, which views labor capacity as the
basis of human validity. Furthermore, eugenicists approve the ideology that people born with
congenital problems could contaminate the larger whole and hence bring down the nation in
consequence. Within the interdisciplinary framework of disability studies, this paper aims at
exploring the discursive construction of the identity of the disabled via turning the biological
shortcomings into marks of personality and social stigma. From this broader perspective, Mary
Shelley’s monster does not narrowly represent women as a disenfranchised group, but more
fundamentally the disabled. The monster’s pain, feeling of being deserted, and desire for
companionship, may serve as the epitome of a similar minority group that has not been given
enough discussions in mainstream literary and cultural discourses.

Keyworks: Frankenstein, disability, monster, eugenicists, industrialism
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Explicit English Phonological Awareness Training for Chinese

Learners
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Abstract
In Taiwan, many college students, even learning English for many years, are unable to
pronounce a new English by themselves. They seem to need explicit phonological awareness
training in how to process English acoustically and analytically, so they can sound out new
words, review the pronunciation of familiar words, and recall words they have already placed in
their mental lexicon.
The current study examines whether explicit phonological awareness training can improve
English word reading among Taiwan EFL adult learners, with an online word learning system
(http://ezlearning.herokuapp.com/). A group of 38 university freshmen studying in Hsinchu,
Taiwan participated in this study. In order to gauge effects of phonological awareness training,
the current study involved training university freshmen in phonemic and syllabic awareness.
The findings show a strong correlation between phonological awareness training and the
improvement of English word reading. It suggests that phonological awareness contributes to the
development of new learning strategies for EFL adult learners in Taiwan.

Keywords: phonological awareness, phonemic awareness, syllabic awareness, English word
reading

~27 ~



Social Body and Utilitarian Thinking in Charles Dickens’s

Hard Times

Fl &l
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Abstract
The purpose of my paper attempts to survey the relation between social body and utilitarian
thinking and discuss Charles Dickens’s comments in Hard Times. The individual in Victorian
period was required to fit into the society, which was gradually related to economic domain,
governed by a specific rationality (Poovey, 6). The body, modulated to promote its capability to
generate the max benefits, is also related to Benthamite utilitarianism, which encourages each
individual to pursue its most happiness from self-interest.
In Hard Times, Mr. Gradgrind, the school master, emphasizing on “hard fact” in the education to
his children and pupils, stands for utilitarian rationality. Dickens employs the image of corrupted
garden to suggest the pedagogical failure and moral degradation. In addition, the industrial city
Coketown is unnaturally ugly, and the tedious environment makes its workers unhappy.
Dickens identifies the fallacy of social trend of utilitarian thinking which reduces humanity into
a rational machine, but the solution to the maladies is not explicit. However, we may learn from
Sissy Jupe’s love and good will in helping the Gradgrinds. Perhaps, Dickens’s ideal community
is not built upon the rational body of each individual, but the subject with imaginations, a sort of
Romantic feelings, which is able to cultivate love and sympathy to others.

Key Words: social body, rationality, utilitarianism, fancy
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