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Darwinism and H G Well’s novel
EN: ¥4

PRFEAEFT A chEn AR

Abstract

In Victorian age, Darwinism is the most influential which dominates the new conception of the
human. As Betz puts it, “social Darwinism and decadence have long existed as paired phenomena
in the conversation surrounding late-Victorian literature” (10). The discussion of late-Victorian
literature cannot be severed from the development of scientific knowledge. As Punter points out,
“like Frankenstein (1818), The Island of Doctor Moreau, Jekyll and Hyde relies upon and even
exploits public anxieties about scientific progress and about the direction of this progress if
undertaken in the absence of moral guidance” (3). “Darwinism fomented the morbid and ancient
interest for what is different, deformed, and hybrid displayed for instance in the circus or in freak
shows travelling from fair to fair, accompanied by a series of living missing link, as the
monkey-woman Julia Pastrana, touring in Europe in the early 60’s of the Nineteenth Century”
(Canadelli 70). This paper aims at exploring the scientific discourse present in H G Well’ novel, The
Island of Doctor Moreau, to see how the new species of man depicted reflect the Victorians’ fear of
the possibility of new human or subhuman.

Keywords: H G Wells, Darwinism, Victorian
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The Ascent as the Return? The Ficinian Idea of Love
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Abstract

In Plato’s Symposium, the various discourses on love point to a diversified emanation and
manifestation of love, which culminates in Socrates’ elaboration of the ascent of love toward beauty,
an ultimate return to the origin. Love, hence, is not only the physical or spiritual bonds between
friends or lovers, the connection between the ultimate reality and the shadow world, but also,
according to Marsilio Ficino’s attempt to reconcile Platonism and Christianity, the connection
between the creator and the creature and the innate desire of the effects toward their causes, which
generates “a circle which begins and ends with God” (James A. Devereux 163).  This attempt of
the return, when put under the scope of human reciprocity, is also construed as a “voluntary death,”
which involves self-giving and mutual self-abandonment (Devereux 164), and may run counter with
the attempt of spiritual self-fulfillment realized in the unity with God. In other words, the attempts
of ascent and descent are both involved in the (Neo)Platonic trajectories of love. This paper,
therefore, endeavors to examine these apparently contradictory paths of love, based primarily upon
Ficino’s philosophy.

Key words: Plato, Symposium, Marsilio Ficino, Love, Beauty
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Pei-chi Tsai, assistant professor, Department of English, Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages
(Aug. 2013-)

Conference Proceedings:

1.Pei-chi Tsai (2016). “The ldea of Anamnesis in Spenser’s Turret-Stanzas.” The 24th Annual
Conference of the English and American Literature Association. Oct. 29. National Chiao Tung
University, Hsinchu.

2.Pei-chi Tsai (2014). “Love and ldealized Torment in Spenser’s Fowre Hymnes.” 22th Annual
English and American Literature Association Conference. November 1. National Chengchi
University, Taipei.

3.Pei-chi Tsai (2012). “To Seize/Be Seized by the Truth Process: The Obsessive Pursuit for Truth in
Sophocles’ Oedipus the King.” 2012 The Fourth East Asian Conference on Comparative
Literature. March 10. Soochow University, Taipei.

4.Pei-chi Tsai (2011). “Spenser’s Irish Experiences: A View of the Present State of Ireland.” 2011
International Conference of the Center for the Humanities. November 25-26. National Sun
Yat-Sen University, Kaohsiung.

5.Pei-chi Tsai (2011). “The Traumatic Ethics and the Ethics of Desire in Book Il of The Faerie
Queene.” 19th Annual English and American Literature Association Conference. November 12.
National Dong Hwa University, Hualien.

6.Pei-chi Tsai (2008). “Lost in the Game of Words: The Male Subject’s Predicament.” 2008
Conference on Health and Management. December 20. Yuanpei University, HsinChu.

Publications:

1.Pei-chi Tsai. “Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queene: Book Il, The Legend of Temperance.”
Taiwan Modern Poetry. 31 (2012): 20-23.

2.Pei-chi Tsai. “Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queene: Book I, The Legend of Holiness.” Taiwan
Modern Poetry. 30 (2012): 30-39.

3.Pei-chi Tsai. “Prince of Poets: The Renaissance Poet Edmund Spenser.” Taiwan Modern Poetry.
29 (2012): 116-23.

Research Interests:

Edmund Spenser, English literature, psychoanalysis, American literature, European literature,
theory and cultural studies
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