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The online peer review process: an assessment of L2 Taiwanese
undergraduate students as reviewers and recipients of online

feedback?

P te A7

PENAFAFEFRE P ol EEgg

Abstract
This study investigated L2 Taiwanese undergraduate students’ online reviews of argumentative
essays for their peers and explored their perception regarding the online feedback received from
their peers. Thirty-three undergraduate intermediate EFL learners participated in this study. The data
consisted of drafts of students’ essays, postings of peer feedback, and responses to a qualitative
survey. The coding scheme was adapted from the work of Mendonca and Johnson (1994) and Liang
(2010). The findings revealed six categories of online feedback: “request for an explanation”,
“identification of an unclear point”, suggestion, “reflective talk”, “explanation of critique”, and
“grammar correction”. Suggestion and explanation of critique dominated the online feedback.
Reflective talk and explanation of critique were new categories of online feedback that expand our
current understanding. Of the 33 students, nine made revisions based on the feedback received. A
total of seven perceptions towards received feedback were identified: “confused”, “defensive”,
“confirmative”, “conflictive”, “doubtful”, “beneficial with clear rationale”, and “beneficial without
clear rationale”.

Keywords: online peer feedback, second language writing, student perceptions
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The Politics of Unfinished Grief: War, Trauma, and Ethics in Pat

Barker’s Regeneration

LA
PRFEAFFT R B gg

Abstract

In this paper, | attempt to examine the problematic of traumatic survival in Pat Barker’s
Regeneration. It comprised two main parts, with the first part focusing on the dialectics between
the burden of survivor guilt and the (im) possibility of mourning and the second part explicating on
the ethics of the other. The first part explores the relationship between war death and survival in
light of Cathy Caruth’s concept of trauma, centering on ethical issues implicit in war trauma. The
second part probes the ethics of the other as respectively proposed by Cathy Caruth, a la Jacque
Lacan, and Emmanuel Levinas. Through the description of various symptoms as muted
embodiments of their traumas, it elucidates how the writer explores ethical issues in a political
context.

Key Words: Pat Barker, Traumatic Survival, Mourning, Politics, Ethics



Developing EFL Learners' Argumentative Speaking through

CT-enhanced Tasks and Understanding Their Struggles

LE
PRFFFFTA NI wmARR

Abstract
The emphasis in ESL/EFL classes fostering speaking abilities is primarily placed on honing
conversational or transactional communication competence, whereas argumentative speaking skills
are rarely taught. This study proposed a task-based pedagogical approach to develop undergraduate
EFL learners’ argumentative speaking and to further understand their difficulties in constructing
oral argumentation. A total of 38 students attending a university English course in southern Taiwan
participated in the study. Using issue-based course materials, the 9-week teaching intervention
involved two stages of task implementation addressing five argumentative skills: (1) expressing
opinions, (2) making inferences, (3) analyzing arguments, (4) making persuasive arguments, and (5)
problem-solving. Analyses of participants’ responses to the tasks revealed that their limited lexical,
grammatical and pronunciation competence often impeded them from expressing their ideas and
arguments clearly. Besides, they tended to (1) use repetitions of expressions as a way of
argumentation; (2) give arguments without supporting evidence or details; (3) skip general ideas but
jump directly to the details; and (4) address a problem without providing alternative solution(s).
Teaching implications and suggestions for future research were also presented.
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